AN EXPOSITION
OF THE
EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.

BY THE

REV. HENRY W. WILLIAMS

AUTHOR OF “AN EXPOSITION OF ST. PAUL EPISTLE TO
THE ROMANS,” ETC

LONDON
WESLEYAN CONFERENCE OFFICE
2, CATLE-STREET, CITY -ROAD
SOLD AT 66, PATERNOSTER-ROW
1871



LONDON

PRINTED BY HAYMAN BROTHERS AND LILLY,
CROSS ST., HATTON GARDEN, E.C.



TO THE

REVEREND THOMAS JACKSON
THIS WORK IS DEDICATED
BY THE AUTHOR,
AS AN EXPRESSION OF PROFOUND ESTEEM
AND REVERENT AFFECTION,
AND IN GRATEFUL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF
ENCOURAGEMENT RECEIVED FROM HIM
IN THE ATTEMPT TO EXPOUND

SOME PORTIONS OF HOLY SCRIPTURE



PREFACE.

The degree of favour with which the Author’s “Exposition of St.
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans” has been received has encouraged
him to attempt to illustrate another of the great doctrinal Epistles of
the New Testament, in wich, from an early period of his ministry,
he has felt a deep interest.

This work is written upon the plan of the former one. It has
been the constant aim of the Author, accurately to trace the
connection of thought through-out the Epistle, and, and the same
time, to bring out the fullness of meaning involved in its particular
statements and expressions. The precise import of the original has
been carefully considered, and many interesting view suggested by
it have been dwelt upon. And while the Author has gratefully
availed himself of the labours of those who have preceded him this
field of hollowed toil, this Exposition will be found to be not a
compilation, but an original work.

It is the sincere prayer of the Writer, that it may



contribute, under the Divine blessing, to elucidate one of the most
precious portions of Holy Scripture, and to set forth its profound
teaching on the Person, and Sacrifice, and the Priesthood, of our
blessed Lord.

Exeter:
July 10", 1871
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INTRODUCTION.

—

Tur Epistle to the Hebrews lhas, in every age of the
Chureh, had powerful attractions for devont and earnest
stndents of Divine truth. The grandeur of many of the
subjects of which it treats,—the depth of its reasonings,—
the light which it sheds on the relation of the Mosaic
system to the poerfect Christian economy,—the lofty views
which it affords of the priestly charneter and ministration
of the Lord Jesus,—the solemnity and power of its warn-
ings,—and the tender solicitnde which it evinces for the
welfare of the persons addressed,—all concur to rivet
attention, and to vender this Book one of the most
important in our collection of Sacred Writings.

1t is well known that the authorship of this Epistle has
been, and still is, matier of dispute. The prevalent belief
has been that it proceeded from the Apostle Paul; but
in the Western Churches, at an early period, a different
view was entertained ; and in modern times the opponents
of the Panline authorship have been numerous and de-
cided. Dut among them there is no general agreement to
whom the Epistle is to be attributed. Some ascribe it to
Barnabas ; others to Luke or Clement; and a few, since
the time of Luther, to Apollos. These, however, are, for
the most parb, mere conjectures, They rest not on any
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2 INTRODUCTION,

external testimony, but on the subjective impressions of
those who adopt them, If St. Paul was not the anthor of
this Epistle, the person to whom it should be ascribed
must ever remain a matter of uncertainty. |

In inguiving into this subjecl, we may first examine
the external evidence in favonr of the Pauline authorship,
together with that which is opposed to it; secondly, con-
sider the arguments which have been alleged from the
Epistle itselfl to show that it is not St. Paul's; and
thirdly, examine the internal evidence which may be
addaced to sustain the conclusion that he was really ita
author. When this important question has been dis-
cussed, and the canonicity of the Epistle has been ud-
verted to, onr way will be open to refer to the other
topies which are proper to an Introduction:—the fime
when the Epistle was composed,—the place from which it
was sent,—the persons to whom it was originally ad-
dressed,—and the general character and scope of the
Tipistle itself.

1. We enter, first of all, upon the question of the
authorship of the Episile, according to the plan just traced
out.

1. In examining the external evidence in favour of, or
against, tho Pauline authorship, we must consider the
notices of the Epistle found in the early Christian writers.

One of the most precions remains of Christinn anti-
quity is the first Epistle of Cremmst of Home to the
Corinthians, which there is reason to regord as having
been written about a.p. 97. This Letter embodies many
sontiments and expressions found in the Epistle to the
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Hebrews; and it is clear that this Epistle was in the
hands of Clement, and that he viewed it as a Book
of Haly Seripture, though he does not name the writer.
In support of these positions, it will suffice to adduce
ch. xxxvi, designed to illustrate the sentiment, that all
blessings are given to us through Christ:—"This is the
way, beloved, in which we find our Saviour, even Jesus
Christ, the High Priest of all our offerings, the Defendor
and Helper of our “ufirmity. By Him wo look up to
the heights of heaven. By Him we behold, as in a glass,
His immaculate and most excellent visage. By Him are
the eyes of our hearts opened. By Him our foolish and
darkened nnderstanding blossoms up anew towards His
marvellous light. By Him the Lord has willed that we
should taste of immortal knowledge, ‘who, being the
brightness of His majesty, is by so much greater than the
angels, as He hath by inheriiance obtained a more excel-
lent name than they.' For it is thus written, * Who
maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of
fice.” Bub concerning His Bon the Lord spoke thus:
‘ Thou art My Son; to-day have I begotten Thee. Ask of
Me, and I will give Thee the heathen for Thine inheri-
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy
possession.”  And again He saith fo Iim, °Sit Thon
at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy foot-
stool’ But who are His enemies? All the wicked, and
they who set themsalves to oppose the will of God.”®

* This and several of the following quotations from early Chris-
tian writers are given from the translation in Clark's “ Aute-Nicene
Christian Library,” edited by Dr, Alesander Roberts and Dr. James
Donaldson. [
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4 INTRODUCTION.

The earliest testimony, bearing on the anthorship of
the Epistle, is that of Paxrzsvs, the head of the Cate-
chieticnl School of Alexandrin, abont the middle of the
second century. His diseiple, Clement of Alexandria, in
passage preserved by Ensebins, refers to a statement of his
respecting the reagson why St. Paul did not prefix his name
to the Epistle to the Hebrews, that *inasmumch as the
Lord, being the Apostle of the Almighty, was sent to the
Hebrews, Panl, throngh modesty, as having been sent
to the Gentiles, did not inseribe himsell an Apostle of the
Hebrews, both on aecount of his reverence for the Lord,
and innsmuch as his sending an Epistle to the Hebrews
was beyond the strict requirements of his office, since
he was the Preacher and Apostle of the Gentiles."”

The next authority on the subject is Cursext of Aler-
andrio just referred to, who flonrished towards the close of
the second eentury, and who possessed an extensive know-
ledge of general literature, as well as of the Holy Serip-
tures. He unhesitatingly cites the Epistle to the Hebrews
as that of Bt. Paul. Quotations from it occur again
and again in his writings; and many of these are intro-
duced with the remark, * The Apostle saith,” or “The
divine Apostle saith,” while in others St Paul is expressly
named, and in others again citations from his acknow-
ledged writings are combined with those from the Epistle
to the Hebrews, as proceeding from the same author. The
following examples will show the manner in which Clement
is accustomed to speak of this Epistle. In the seventh
Book of the Miscellanies, he says, “Wherefore also the
Apostle designates as *the express image of the glory of
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the Father’ the Son, who tanght the truth respecting God,
and expressed the fact that the Almighty is the one
and only God and Father, ¢ whom no man knoweth but the
Son, and he to whom the Son shall reveal Him.'” In the
second Book he writes, * But faith, which the Greeks dis-
parage, deeming it futile, is a voluntary preconception,
the assent of piety,—* the subject of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen,’ according to the divine
Apostle. ‘ For hereby,” pre-eminently, * the elders obtained
& good report.  But without faith it is impossible to plense
God.'” In n subsequent passage of the same Book,
he anys, *‘We," then, according to the noble Apostle,
“ wait for the hope of righteonsness by faith.  For in Christ
neither civcnmeision availeth anything, nor uncircum-
cision, but faith which worketh by love” * And we desire
that every one of yon do show the same diligence to
the full assurance of Lope nnto the end,’ down to ‘mude n
High Priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedek.”"”
Then adding, ** Similarly with Paul,'' he procceds to gquote
a passage from the Book of Proverbs, on the value and
blessedness of religions hope.—So, also, in the fourth Book
of  the Miseellanizs, he combines a passage from the
Epistle to Titus with one from the Epistle to the Hebrews,
as proceeding from the same Apostle. “CGracefully,
therefore, the Apostle says in the Epistle to Titus, * that
the elder women should be of godly behaviour, should not
be slanderers, not enslaved to mnch wine; that they
should counsel the young women to be lovers of their hus-
bands, lovers of their children, discreet, chnste, house-
keepers, good, subject to their own busbands; that the
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word of God be not blasphemed.’ But rather, he says,
“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, withont which
no man shall see the Lord: looking diligently, lest there
be any fornicator or profane person, as Esau, who for one
morsel surrendered his birthright; and lest any root of
bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby muny be
defiled.’”  From these examples it ig clear, that Clement
of Alexandrin had a firm conviction that St. Panl was the
author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. His opinion, as
reported by Eusebius, in his Cluerch Hislory, was, that St.
Panl wrote it originally in Hebrew, and that St. Luke
translated it into Greek ; and in this way he endeavoured
to account for the similarity between the phraseology of
this Epistle and that of the Acts of the Apostles.

It is a singular fict, that Tnexxvs, bishop of Lyons,
towards the end of the second century, does not expressly
cite the Episile to the Hebrews, though in one or two
places he seems to allude to it. He affords us, con-
sequently, little or no help towards determining the ques-
tion under review. It has, indeed, been nrgued, that
his not citing the Epistle, when passages of it were suit-
able to his purpose, seems to imply that he did not receive
it as stamped with the authority of the Apostle Paul: but
this argument is evidently precarions.

Tertuniiay, who held the office of preshyter, first at
Carthage, and afterwards, probably, at Rome, towards the
end of the second, and at the beginning of the third, cen-
tury, attributes the Epistle to the Hebrews to Barnabas,
the companion of St. Paul in his first missionary journey.
The references to it in his writings are exceedingly rare
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but there is one passage in which he guotes Heb. vi. 4—8,
and claims for it, as written by Barnab, 3, the authority
attaching to the judgment of one who had intimate inter-
course with the Apostles, and was familiar with their
views,

Hierorvros, a disciple of Irenmus, and bishop of Portus,
early in the third century, does not cite the Epistle, nor
clearly allude to any of its expressions, unless his com-
ments on the words, * The Lord hath sworn, and will not
repent,”” may be regarded s having reference to them
as oecurring in this Epistle, as well as in the original pas-
sage, Psalm ex. 4. Photiug, however, asserts that Hip-
pelytus did not acknowledge the Epistle to be Bt. Panl’s,

The testimony of Oricex, who also belongs to the first
half of the third century, justly ¢laims our earnest atien-
tion. In his various writings he unhesitatingly cites the
Epistle as the work of the Apostle Paul. Two passages
from his treatise *de Principiis " will suffico to illustrate
his manner of appealing to it. In the Preface to that
work he says, “ And therefore I think it sufficient to quote
this one testimony of Paul from the Epistle to the
Hebrews, in which he says, ¢ By faith Moses, when he was
come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaol’s
dnughter ; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
peaple of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season ; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures of the Egyptians."” In Book L c. 2,
he writes, ** The Apostle Paul says, that the only-begotten
Son is *the image of the invisible God," and * the firstborn
of every creature.’ And when writing to the IHebrews,
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he says of Him that He is ‘the brightness of His glory,
nnd the express image of His person.'"” From two
passages of his lost Homilies on this Epistle, preserved by
Eusebins, we learn more fully his opinion en the subject
before ns. Esxamining the Epistle itself, he recognised, on
the one hand, its profonnd sentiments, eminently worthy
of the Apostle Panl, and agreeing with his cherished
modes of thonght; and, on the other, its pure und elegant
style, far more polished than that usually employed by the
Apostle. And he concluded, that the ressoning, the whole
substance, of the Epistle was St. Paul's, according to
the tradition handed down from the venerable men of
former days, but that it was perfeetly uncertnin who
had clothed the sentiments in the language in whieh they
appear. The passages in question nre as follows :—

“That the character of the diction of the Epistle
insoribed to the Hebrews has mnot that rudeness of
speech which distingnished the Apostle, who confessed
himself to be an unpolished man in speech, that is, in his
style of expression, but that the Epistle is of puver Greck
in the structure of the diction, every one who is competent
to diseriminate differences of style must allow. And,
agnin, that the thoughts of the Epistle are admirable, and
not at all inferior to those of the Apostle’s acknowledged
writings, this also every ome who has applied himself
to the study of the Apostle must assent to as troe'—
“ But, to show my own opinion, I would say that the sen-
timents are those of the Apostle, but the diction and
the ecomposition of some onme who recalled to mind the
Apostle’s sayings, and who wrote, as it were, explanatory



IXTRODUCTION. 9

statements upon things which his teacher had spoken. If;
then, any Church holds the Epistle as the work of Paul, it
is to be thonght well of on this accomnt; for it is mot
in vain that the men of former days have handed it down
as Paunl's. Bubt who it wns that wrote the Epistle, God,
indeed, only knows for certnin: but the acconnt which
has reached ns from some persons is, that Clement, who
became the bishop of the Romans, wrote the Epistle, and
from others, that Luke, who wrote the Gospel and the
Acts, did s0,”

" Dioxysius, bishop of Alexandria abont ap. 250, ex-
pressly cites a passage from the Epistlo ns St. Paul's ; and
from this dato the belief of the Pauline authorship
generally prevailed throunghout the Eastern Churches.
Evsesws of Cwmesarea, (an. 815,) the great Church-his-
torian, repeatedly refers to the Epistle as the work of the
Apostle, thongh in one place he suggests that St. Paul
might have written it in Hebrew, and that it was traus-
lated into Groek either by Lunke or by Clement. The
great  Atmaxasivs, who flourished from abont an, 326
to A.p. 373, affirms the Epistle to be St. Paul’s, and
distinctly cites it as such.

In the Western Churches, in which the Pauline anthor-
ship was, for s considerable period, doubted or even
denied, the belief in that authorship came to be gradually
establisbed. Many Lafin writers, indeed, who quote
freely frgm other Epistles of St Paal, never advert to
this; but Amprosg, of Milan, (a.p. 397,) cites it repeatedly,
and always as St. Paal’s; and, in the following century,
Jexome and the great AvausTiNg, while recognising the
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doubts that existed ns to its suthorship, strongly inclined
to the view that it was the work of St. Paul. The former
of these eminent men, when quoting_the Epistle, usually
gives the passages as the words of the Apostle; but in
many parts of his writings he acknowledges that there was
a degres of uncertainty as to the author, and his own
leaning appears to be to the theory that St, Paul wrote it
in Hebrew, omitting the usnal salutation on account of his
nnpopularity among the Jews, and that one of his com-
panions translated it into the elegaut Greck in which
we now have it. The mind of Augustine seems, for a
time, to have been in a state of uncertainty as to the
anthorship of the Epistle, and in citing it, he often
alludes to the doubts which existed on thiz question : but
in a remarkable passage, in which he speaks of the
Canonical Seriptures of the New Testament, he ennmerates
Jourteen Fpistles of 8t. Paul, placing that to the Hebrews
last.

In reviewing these external testimonies, we conceive
that they are greatly in favour of the Pauline authorship
of the Epistle, One thing, especially, deserves attention,
that the doubts on this subject which many of the early
Christian writers expressed, tock their rise apparently
from the difference of style between this Epistle and St
Paul’s acknowledged writings, and nof from the compeling
eloims of any other author. Tertullian, indeed, mentions
Barnabas as the writer; but in this he stands almost
alone. The suggestions as to Luke and Clement seem
to have been prompted by the style of the Epistle ; and
the idea that Apollos was the anthor, which was advanced
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by Luther, and which has, in modern times, found favonr
with several expositors, including Dean Alford, is a pure
conjecture,

With regard to the theory of a Hebrew. original, it is
liable to many and grave objections. No one spesks of
having ever seen it. This theory, like many of those
which relate to the authorship of the Epistle, rests on no
tangible fact, bnt is a conjecture snggested by its style.
Again, if a Hebrew original ever existed, it is surprising
that it should have perished without even a trace of it
remaining. Nor is it a consideration of little weight, that
the Epistle does not bear the character of n translation, its
chaste Greek style not representing, except in o very few
instanees, Hebrew idioms,

2. Weo have now to consider the arguments which have
been deduced from the Epistle itself against the Pauline
authorship. -

The first of these, and certainly the most weighty and
important, is the difference of style between this Epistle
and the undoubted writings of St. Paul. It is admitted,
on all hands, that the Greek of this Epistle is purer and
more classical than that of St. Paol's other Epistles;—
that the periods are arranged with greater precision, and
are marked by greater elegance ;—and that the impression
produced by the composition is, that it proceeded from one
who was a master of the Greok language, und carefully
rogarded its minutest niceties of expression, It is admitted,
too, that there is a siriking resemblance between many
of its torms and phrases aud those found in St. Luke's
Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. In explanation of
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some of these particulars, it is alleged by the late Dr. Willinm
Lindsay, that the Epistle “was written near the close of
the Apostle’s career, after he had visited the most famous
Greek cities, and held intercourse with multitndes of native
Greeks, and spoken and written in the Greek language for
muny & year ; and certainly it is not surprising that these
circumstances should have exerted an influence upon the
Apostle’s style; not to mention that different subjeets are
naturally handled by the same writer in rather a different
style, according to their respective nature and object.” ®
These considerations have a degree of weight ; but it may
be questioned whether they fully account for the faots
referred to.  Another method of explaining the peculiarity
of the style of this Epistle, and its resemblance to that of
Bt. Luke, while the authorship is attributed to St. Paul,
will be suggested at the close of the disenssion.

A second argument sgainst St. Paul's being the author
of this Epistle is dedneed from the absence of his name.
This, it is alleged, iz contrary to his habitual practice,
From a very early period notice was taken of this cirenm-
stance, and varions considerations were alleged in explana-
tion of it. Dantenns, the teacher of Clement of Alexandria,
suggested, as we have said, that St. Paul did not inseribe
his name, as an Apostle addressing the Hebrews, becanse
the Lord Jesos was Himself the Father's Apostle to the
race of Israel. Others considered that the omission was
eauged by the fact, that many Jewish Christians recognised
Lim only as an Apostle to the Gentiles; while others

* “lectures on the Epistle to the Hebrews! Edinburgh:
Oliphant aud Co,, 1867. Vol. L, p. 0.
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attributed it to o wish not to excite a projudice against the
Epistle by placing in the front of it the name of one whom
many of the Hebrew believers looked upon with distrust.
But the true solution of the apparent difficulty must be
sought in a different direction. Tt is clear from the per-
sonul notices which occur towards the elose of the Epistle,
and from the strain of tender affection in which many of
the exhortations and appeals are conveyed, that the writer
did not wish to be concealed from those whom he addressed.
But althongh this production was really a letier sent, in
the first instance, to some particular Church or Churches,
it has yet very much of the form of a theological trentise,
It opens with & great trnth relative to the constitution and
character of the Christinn economy ; and the subject thus
introduced is regularly unfolded, with exhortations and
warnings interspersed, until the grand arrangomenis of the
Christian scheme, more especially as relating to the saeri-
fice and priesthood of the Son of God, have been fully
brought ont. Surely, in dictating such & composition,
St. Paul might think it right to deviate from his nsual
method, and at once to enter upon the theme on which his
mind was intent.

A third argument is derived from the language used
in ii. 3, 4:—*“ How shall we escape, if’ we neglect so great
salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard Him ;
God also bearing them witness, both with signs and won-
ders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost,
according to Hisown will 7" In this passage, it is affirmed,
the writer speaks of himself as included among those who



14 INTRODUCTION.

received the message of salvation from the immediate disci-
ples of the Saviour; whereas St. Paul was acenstomed to lay
stress on the fact, that be derived his knowledge of the
Gospel not from man, but from the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself. This argument was regarded as conclusive by
Luther and Calvin. But the explanation of Beza meets
all the requirements of the case,—that, by a common
figure of speech, the Apostle included himself with those
whom he addressed, though his statement strictly applied
only to them. An instance of this is found in the com-
mencement of the sixth chapter. There was a beautiful
propricty, a refined Christian delicacy, in the Apostle’s
associating himself with those whom he was exhorting,
more especially as they were his brethren of the race of
Isrnel. Tt was in his expostulations with those whom he
had led to Christ, but who were being turned away from
the Gospel which he had preached to them “unto another
gospel, which,” indeed, “ was not another,” and who, at
the same {ime, were taught to repudiate his apostolie
authority, that St. Panl felt it fo be right to affirm em-
phatically the cluims of his high office, and his perfect
equality with the very chief of the Apostles whom the
Saviour had chosen during His earthly course.

A fourth argument against the Pauline anthorship is
founded on the alleged opposition between some passages
which seem to take away the hope of recovery from back-
sliders, (vi. 4—6; x, 26—30,) and St. Paul's instructions
to the Corinthian Chureh to restore the person who had
been guilty of incest upon his sincere repentance. If this
argument were valid, it would militate ngainst the authority
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of this Epistle, and its right to o place in Holy Scriptare;
since it would involve a contradiotion between its teaching
and that of the Apostle Paul on an important doctrinal
and practical question. But they who allege this argu-
ment misunderstand the pussages referred to, Those pas-
sages by no means shat out from the hope of recovery
persons who, after tasting the grace of Christ, have lapsed
into open sin. They relate to one most aggravated case of
npostasy,—an entire renunciation of the Lord Jesus, as an
impostor and blasphemer, after the experience of the in-
ward life and power which are connected with a believing
reception of Him. For a full explanation of their import
the reader is requested to consalt the notes in the following
Exposition.

Erasmus, with great boldness, and, we may say, with
most culpuble temerity, charges the nuthor of the Epistle
to the Hebrews with citing Psalm viil. in a manner con-
teary to its true meaning ; and contrasts this with St, Paul's
clear and aceurate appeals to the ancient Scriptures, But
this objection proceeds on a very superficial view of the
subject, Deeper consideration will show that Psalm viii.
is correctly applied in the great argument of ch. ii.; and
all who have cavefully stndied St. Paul's writings are
aware, that many of his citations from the Old Teslument
do not, on the surfacs, seem to imply that which he infers,
but require to be profoundly stndied, and then the justice
of the application which he makes of them beeomes
appavent.

3. Before estimating the general result of these argu-
ments, » third course of inquiry remains. We must advert
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to the internal evidepce which the Epistle is considercd
by many to afford that it was really the work of St. Paul.
The personal notices which occur towards the close are
affirmed to be in accordance with the facts of St. Panl's
history, and to be eminently suitable to him. The chief of
these is the reference to Timothy in xiii. 23: “ Know ye
that our brother Timothy is set at liberty ; with whom, if
lie come shortly, T will soe yon." The association between
Paul and Timothy was so intimate that such a remark
naturally recalls to our minds the great Apostle of the
Gentiles. Timothy was his chosen companion in evan-
gelieal toil ; and as he approached the close of his labours,
his heart turned to bim with peculiar affection. We have,
indeed, no intimation, from other sources, of nny imprison-
ment of Timothy; but, as we shall sce in considering the
probable date of the Epistle, it is not uulikely that Timothy
was placed under restraint, eithet during the first imprison-
ment of St. Paul in Rome, or at the very commencement
of the Neromian persccution in a.p. 64.—It must be
admitted, that the argnment founded on this remark, in
favour of the Pauline authorship, is by no means conclu-
sive ; but it bas, we conceive, a degree of foree.—Another
personal notice is considered by many to be found in x. 34,
“For ye had ecompassion of me in my bonds, and tock
joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in yourselves
that ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substance.”
If this, the common reading, were established, it might
well be argued that such a remark would come with the
greatest propriety from the Apostle Panl, whose carcer of
evangelical toil was forcibly interrupted in Jerusalem, and
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who was detained in confinement two years in Cmsavea,
during which period many of the Hebrew Christinns may
have ministered to his comfort. But the weight of external
authority seems to be in favonr of the reading roic Zeoplow,
instend of roic feapaic pov ; and nearly nll eritical editors, in-
cluding Tischendorf, have adopted it. The statement of the
writer will thus be, * For ye sympathised with those who
were in bonds ;" and the allusion to himself will disappear.
It is worthy of remark, however, that the recently discovered
Sinaitic M3, has the common reading, “with my bonds."
Among the personal notices of the Epistle, we may include
the request of the writer for the prayers of those whom he
addressed, and the statement, which immediately follows it,
of his deep sincerity, and his conseientious desire to act in
everything as became the Christian character, * Pray for
us: for we trust we have s good conscience, in all things
willing to live homestly." (xiii. 18.) Such a request is
quite in the manner of St. Paul. It is only in his Epistles
that these affectionate mppeals to the Churches for their
intercessions are found. So, too, he was nccustomed,
when the state of the Churches required it, or when the
truths which he had unfolded, or was about to unfold, were
likely to prove distasteful to many of his readers, to make
a solomn protest of the purity of his motives, and his con-
scientious adherence to truth and reetitude. We may
adduce 2 Cor. 1. 11, 12, ns n passage strikingly resembling
in its spirit that under review :—** Ye also helping together
by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the
means of many persops thanks may be given by many on
our behalf. For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our
- c
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conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with
fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had
onr comversation in the world, and more especially to
you-ward.”

But in inquiring into the internal evidence which the
Epistle affords on the subject of its anthorship, our atten-
tion must be chiefly directed to ths general cast of the
thoughts, and the modes of presenting truth which were
familiar to the writer. In every age it has been ndmitted
that the sentiments of the Epistle are eminently Pauline.
Several of tho topics, indeed, which are here treated ab
length, and, in particular, the priesthood of our Lord, are
only briefly adverted to in the acknowledged writings of
St: Panl: but the carefnl stndent will find, throughout the
Epistle, combinations of thought, and methods of pre-
senting the facts and arrangements of the mediatorial
economy, which were evidently dear to the great Apostle.
So clearly is this the case, that those who have decided
against the Paunline anthorship have concluded that the
Epistle musl bave proceeded from some compunion of the
Apostle, who had become familiar with all his sentiments,
and whose mind was cast, to a great extent, in the same
mould. A few illustrations of the position now assumed
may properly engage our aftenbion; and among the
Epistles of St. Paul we may select that to the Romans, as
most fully developing his views of the Christian scheme,
and indicating his cherished habits of thought.

The Epistle to the Hebrews, then, opens with the sen-
timent, that the Christian economy presents the crowning
revolation of God, that which is afforded to us in THE Sow,
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and in His work of atonement and mediation, and that
this revelation had been propared for by partial and varied
disclosures of the Divine will extending through the pre-
ceding nges. The very same sentiments are found in the
opening of the Epistle to the Romans ; while the personal
dignity of the Lord Jesus as the Son is there, also, made
specinlly prominent. It is not, indeed, so elaborately dwelt
upon as it is in the first chapter of the Epistle before
us; but it is placed in the very front of the Apostle’s
statoment, according to the order of the words in the
original :—*“The Gospel of God, which He had promised
afore by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures, concerning
His Sox—who was made of the seed of David necording
to the flesh, and declared to be the Son of God with power,
neeording to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead—Jesus Christ our Lord.”

In contemplating the Person of the Redeemer, the
Apostle Paul evidently dwelt with deep interest on the
fact, that the Son of God had assumed our nature so as to
become n partaker of all its weakness and susceplibilities,
and so as to be made like unto us, His brethren, in every
respect but that of sin. This view is clearly set forth in
Rom. viii. 8, 4, and is implied in ix. 5, while in the second
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews it is formally dwalt
npon, and its bearings on the economy of humnan salvation
are distinctly traced.

In the Epistles of St. Panl, and especially in those
to the Romans anil the Galatians, the importanes of fuill
in order to personal salvation, and the roinons character
of unbelicf, nnder every dispensation of religion, are dis-

ol
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tinctly recognised. Tn Rom. iii. 3, the latter particular is
brought forward, and it is implied in the general argument
of ch. iv. With regard to the Christian economy, in
particalar, the high position assigned to faith, more espe-
cially as directed to its central Objeci, the Lord Jesus
Christ viewed ns the Sacrifice for human guilt, and the
Refuge seb before us by the Eternal Father, is a leading
theme of the Epistle to the Romans. We may refer,
especially, to iil. 21—31, iv. 23—23, ix. 30—383, xi. 10—23.
Similar sentiments arve found to pervade the Epistle to the
Hebrews., Unbelief is represented as that through which
men fail of the blessings held forth to them; (ii. 6—19;
iv. 1-—11 ;) —faith is enforced as essentinl to the ncceptable
worship of God under every economy, and as that which
nerved the saints of old for the discharge of their arduous
duties, while it sustained them under varied trials;
(ch. xi. ;)—the Lord Jesus is spoken of as *the Hope set
before us” by the Eternal Father, (vi. 18,) to which every
contrite sinner is to fly for refuge ;—the phrase which was
so familinr to St. Paul, “the righteousness which is by
faith,” is nsed in xi. 7 ;—and the declaration of Habakknk,
which 8t. Panl cites in Rom, i. 17 and Gal. iii. 11, *The
just shall live by faith,” is adduced in x. 38, and that
for the purpose of showing that the continned exercise
of faith—faith in the Lord Jesus, and in the covenant-
promizes of God through Him—is essential to the main-
tenance of the inward life of piety, and to the attainment
of everlasting blessedness and glory.

Ir unfolding Christian experience, and enforeing the
exercises by which it is to be maintained, the Apostle Paul
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Wwas aceustomed to lay stress on the nnion of fuifh and
paticnes,—the latter term being understood ns combining
perseverance in duty with unmurmuring submission to the
trials which God may appoint,—aad to conneet with them
a bright and even joyous lope of eternal life. We may
advert, in illustration of this statement, to Rom. v. 1—a,
viii. 24, 25, xii. 12, xv. 4, 13. Similar combinntions of
thought are found in the Epistle to the Hebrews. The
beautiful passage, vi. 11, 12, will immediately occnr
to the reader:—“And we desire that every omo of
you do show the same diligence unto the full assurance
of hope unto the end; that ye be not slothful, but fol-
lowers of them who throngh faith and patience inherit {he
promises.””  The exhortation given in xii. 1, 2, furnishes
another example.

One of the most striking illnstrations of the truth
which we are now considering is afforded in the reasoning
on the ease of Abrahamn, and the promise of God made to
him, in Heb, vi. 13—20, While the writer sets forth
Abraham as one of the most distingunished examples of
persevering faith and obedience, and recognises him as
having “obtained the promise” of spiritual and eternal
blessing throngh that Seed of his who was hereafter
to arise, he spenks of that promise as descending to
all who shounld tread in the steps of his faith; and he
reasons on the solemn confirmation of the promise by the
opth of Jehovah, ns designed to afford to all such, and
especially to ns who, under the Christian economy, fly
to the Lord Jesus, rich and abundant consolation. The
significant expression, “the heirs of the promise,” forms,
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indeed, the key to the trne exposition of this passage; and
the writer goes on to explain whom he intends by that
phrase, when, after affirming that the onth of God was
designed to show to the heirs of the promise the un-
changeableness of His gracions connsel to save and bless
men in Christ, he adds, “ that by two immutable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have
a strong cousolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold
on the Hope set before us.”” These views are eminently
Pauline. They accord with the great argument of Rom,
iv, in which Abaham is represented as the father of all
trae believers, whether circumeised or nneircumeised ; and
they nccord also with the emphatic statements in Gal. iif.
9, 29: “So then they which are of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham.” “And if ye be Ohrist’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise,”

It would be easy to enlarge this list of illnstrations.
In the following Exposition mauy points of similarity, bath
in thonght and expression, between the Epistle before
us and the acknowledged Epistles of St. Paul, are adverted
to. DBut it is not necessary, in this place, to dwell
further on the subject. It is unquestionable that this
Epistle, while differing from those written by St. Paul
to other Churches,—since the circumstances of the persons
nddressed, and the special object which it eontemplated,
were different,—has on it the stamp of his mind, and
makes prominent views of Divine truth on which he
delighted to dwell,

Reviewing the whale evidence, we feel justified in
adhering to the opinion that St. Paul was virtually the
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author of this Epistle.  We attach great importance to the
testimony of Clement of Alexandrin and of Origen, and
to the manner in which they cite the Epistle; and we
lay stress on the consideration, that the doubts which
existed s to the Pauline authorship originated in the
peculinrity of the style, and not in the competing claims of
any other author. The internal evidence we regard as, on
the whole, favonrable to the claims of St. Paul. Bot
looking at the pure, and chaste, and even polished diction
of the Epistle, and remembering its striking resemblance
to that of St. Luke,—considering, also, that St. Panl was
aocustomed to employ an amanuensis, that St. Luke was
one of his chosen companions, and that St, Paul endorsed
the writings which &e gave to the Churches,—we incline
{0 the opinion that the great Apostle availed himself of
St. Luke as his amanuensis in writing this Epistle, and
permitted him to go beyond the strict duties of an
amanuensis, and to monld many of the periods, the language,
however, being in every case not only sauctioned, but
adopted, by the Apostle himself. This view seems to us to
meet all the facts of the case ; and we cherish this Epistla
as one of the most profound and important which we have
from the Apostle of the Gentiles.

But it must not be supposed that the right of this
Epistle to a place in the New Testament is bound up with
the Pauline suthorship. This, indeed, was the ground
taken by many of the early Christian writers and
Churehes; so that the anthority of the Epistle was not
acknowledged by those who denied that it was the work of
the Apostls. But in later periods a different view was
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adopted; und, in the present day, the eminent men who
attribute it to Apollos or to some other writer hold,
as firmly a8 we do, that it forms an invaluable portion
of Cancnical Seripture. There can be no donbt that, ot &
very early period, even before the first century bad
closed, it wus appealed to as an inspired writing. The
passage cited from Clement of Rome is.a sufficient proof
of this. BSo, also, there is every reason to believe, that it
had, ut least, Apostolical recognition, just as the Gospels of
St. Mark and St. Luke. If it did not directly proceed
from St. Paol, the whole eourse of the evidence which we
bave considered seems to imply, that it not ouly conveyed
his cherished sentiments, but had his sanction. And when
we torn to its internnl character, we find confirmatory
evidence of its right to a place in the Sacred Cuanon. It is
pre-eminently powerful and spivitnal, — presenting the
loftiest views of the Person, the sacrifice, nnd the priest-
hood, of the Lord Jesus, and abounding in appeals which
come direct to the heart, and rouse it to vigilance and holy
effort. Of itself, this consideration would be insaflicient
to establish the right of any book to be regarded as Holy
Seriptare : but, as a eonfirmatory evidence, it may well be
admitted to have considerable force. 1If the view which we
Lave tuken of the authorship of the Epistle is the correct
one, its canonicity is unguestionable; and it is refreshing
to find that devout theologians, who caunot trace in it the
hand of the Apostle Panl, thongh they acknowledge the
Pauline character of its teaching, cherish the Epistle as an
important portion of the word of God.

IL. We may now briefly cousider the fime when the
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Lipistle was written,—the place from which it was sent,—
and the Chureli or (wrches to which it was originally
addressed.

1. With regard to the dofe of the Epistle, it iz agreed,
on all hands, that it was written before the destruction of
Jernsalem. There are allusions in it to the temple-services
as still going on; (viii. 4, 5; ix. 6, 7;) and it has been
properly remarked, that if so important an event as the
overthrow of the whale Jewish polity, invelving the eutire
cessation of the temple-services, bad already taken place,
it could searcely have failed to be referred to, ns having a
direet bearing on the argument of the Epistle. Now,
ns the destrnetion of Jernsalem took place in am. 70,
we are safe in considering that the Epistle was written
before that date. On the other hand, it is clear that it was
not written many years before that event, There is, appa-
rently, an allusion in x. 25 to the approach of that fearful
visitation of judgment on an unfaithful people; and in
several pussages of the Epistle thore are intimations that
the persons addressed had for a long period stood forth as
the disciples of the Lord Jesus. The Apostle alludes
to this fuct, when mildly reproving them for their low
attainments in Christinn knowledge; (v. 12;) in another
place, (x. 32, 34,) ho ecalls upon them to remember their
early experience, the trials which they endured soon after
they were brought to Christ, nod the grace which then
sustained them; and in another passage, (xiii. 7,) he
charges them to reflect on their former pastors, the close of
whose earthly career afforded an illustration of the fidelity
and power of Christ, and the blessedness of His service.
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Another note of time is furnished by the reference to the
liberation of Timothy from imprisonment in xiii. 23, if,
indeed, the usual rendering of that verseis adhered to. The
date of his imprisonment, however, snpposing it to have
taken place, is uncertain, It is possible that, like Aris.
tarchus, referved to in Col. iv. 10, Timothy was placed
under restraint during the first imprisonment of St. Panl
at Rome; and Dr. Ebrard argues that the manner in
which St. Paul speaks of him in Phil. i, 19—24, ex-
pressing a hope morely that he might be able to send him
to the Chureh at Philippi, renders this highly proballe. 1t
is thonght by others, that the imprisonment of Timothy
took place under the Neronian persecution, which began in
the year 64, and continued four years: but if so, it might
have been towards the commencement of that persecution,
and he might have been speedily liberated. 1t is probable,
further, that the Epistle was written before the commence-
ment of the Jewish war, and especially before the siege of
Jernsalem; for the writer expresses his hope of visiting
the Church or Churches that he addressed.—On the whole
we should place the date of the Epistle not later than the
commencement of A.p. 65, and probably in the year 63
or G4,

2, The placs in which the Epistle was writton is in-
volved in uncertainty, It has been considered by some,
indeed, that the statement in xiii. 24, “ They of Ialy salute
yon,” implies that the writer was in Italy when he com-
posed and sent this Epistle ; and it was probably this state-
ment which led to the note subjoined to it, which, however,
possesses no aunthority, “Written to the Hebrews from
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Italy by Timothy.,” But such o conclusion can by no
means be drawn from the expression in question. The
phrase which the Apostle uses is, ol dxo g "Irakiag, “ they
from Ttaly ; "' and it simply indicates persons whoee country,
and usnal place of residence, was Italy. Dean Alford, in-
deed, and some others, contend, that this expression implies
that the Epistle could not have been written in Italy: but
this is to rush to the opposite extreme. If the writer were
in Rome, be might lave consistently used this phrase in
relation to Christians who had come from the various
districts of Italy, Bub, on the other hand, it would be
strange that the Apostle should send greetings from the
Italinn Christinns, ns distinguished feom those who redided
in Rome itself, and should take no notice of the latter.
We conceive, then, that this phrase renders it exceedingly
improbable that the Epistle was written in any part of
Italy. But, beyond this, we have no clue to guide us.
The particular city in which it was composed must ever
remain wiknown.

3. In regard to fhe Church or Churches to which the
Episile was originally addressed, we adhere to the common
opiuion, that it was designed for the Christians of Palestine,
and specially, perhaps, for those of Jerusalem. The title
prefixed to it in all, or nearly all, MSS., and by which it is
cited by the early Pathers, *To the Hebrews,” is in favour
of this view. Then, also, its whole character and structure
ghow, that it was written for those who were necustomed
to Jewish habits of thought and feeling, and who were
familiar with the arrangements of the sacrificial and priestly
system of the Mosuic economy. Indeed, many passages
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naturally snggest ihe thonght, that the readers were in a
position to have ready access to the temple with its varied
services ; and thus indicate the Church in Jerusalem as
that which was primarily addressed. The members of that
Church, more than any other persons, would be in danger
of being led away from the simple and spiritual system of
Christianity, to the elaborate ritual of Judaism, with its
magnificent temple, and its regular order of pricstly minis-
tralion. In opposition to this view it has been urged, that
the Apostle Paul did not stand in any very iniimate rcla-
tion to the Church at Jerusalem : but, on the other hand,
he knew soveral of its members, and it is probable that,
during his two years’ imprisonment at Cemsarea, many of
the Jewish Christians of the metropolis would seck inter-
coursc with one who had laboured so extensively in the
cause of the Lord Jesns,—who had shown his love to the
poor among them by bringing for their relief the alms and
offerings of the Gentile Christians,—and who, though
fierecly assailed by some Jewish zealots, enjoyed the confi-
dence and esteem of the other Apostles. 1t has been
alleged, also, that tho reference in vi. 10 to the liberality of
the persons addressed, in ministering to the wants of the
poor of Christ’s floek, searcely accords with the poverty of
the Church at Jermsalem, which the Apostle sought to
relicve. (Rom, xv, 25—27.) But if the majority of the
Christians of Jerusalem were poor, there were doubtless
several who possessed property, as at the time of the founda-
tion of that Chureh, (Acts iv. 34, 35,) and who cheerfully
acted upon the principle of their stewardship to God.
These objections, then, cannot outweigh the considerations
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already alleged in favour of the Church at Jernsalem, ns
that to which the Epistle was primarily sent. But while
we hold this view, we conceive, also, that it was designed
to bo cirenlated among the other Churches of the Holy
Land, the members of which had, for the most part, com-
paratively easy nceess to the eentre of Jowish worship, und
wounld be familinr with all its usages. Among these
Churches, that at Cwsaren would doubtless welcome the
Epistle with pecnlinr interest. Indeed, thero is consi-
derable force in the arguments alleged by Moses Stuart in
favour of the opinion, that it was sent, in the first instance,
to that Church; althongh other considerations point, as
wo have seen, to the Church at Jernsalem, The Christians
st Cmsarea regarded St. Panl with great affection. The
beautiful incident recorded in Acta xxi. 12—14 evinoes
this. When he was on his way to Jerusalem, with the alms
of the (Gentile believers, and when it was predicted that
in that city he would be arrested and held as & prisoner,
they besonght him with tears not to go up to if, that
his labonrs might not be interrupted, and his life en-
dangered. Their intercourse with him during the long
period of his detention in their city, before he appealed to
the imperial tribunal, would deepen their regard, and canse
them to valne n letter from one whose character they
revered, and who over took a deep intorest in the con-
version of Israel to the faith of Jesus, and then in their
establishment in that faith.

Some have advanced the opinion, that the Fipistle was
not originally addressed to any particular Church or
Churches, but was issued as a treatise for Jewish Christians
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wherever residing. But this is obvionsly inconsistent with
the personal appeals fonnd in v. 11—14, x. 82—34, which
show that it was designed, in the first instance, for a circle
of readers whose general character and state were known
to the Apostle,

There are several expositors who deny that Palestine
was the original destination of the Epistle. But the places
which they have respectively suggested have little to sup-
port their claims. Dean Alford, in partienlar, who holds
that Apollos was the author, considers that the Epistle was
sent to the Church at Rome. But this hypothesis appears
to us to be altogether improbable. The constitntion of
that Church, comprising, as it did, a large number of
Gentile converts to the faith of Christ, makes it very nn.
likely that such an Bpistle should be written for its special
advantage; nor ean we conceive that the Jewish members
of that Church were peouliarly exposed to the danger of
relapsing into Judaism, to the utter renuncintion of the
Lord Jesus.

IIL Tt remains only to advert to the general character
and seope of the Epistle.

Two features which distingnish it will readily present
themselves to every thoughtfal mind,—the grandenr and
fulness of its doctrinal statements, and the sarnestness and
solemmity of its exhortations and warninge, These Inst are
interwoven with the whole argument of the Epistle, and
were evidently called forth by a foar lest the Hobrew
Christians should relinquish their hold of the Lord Jesus,
the exalted Mediator and High Priest of the new economy,
and, allured by the stately ceremonial of Judaism, should
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go back to it, and trust in it for acceptance with

God. We ave justified, then, in regarding the Epistle as

designed specinlly to confirm the believing Hebrews in

their faith,—to guard them against the danger of apostasy,

—and to open to them the superior glory of that dispensa-

tion nunder which it was their privilege-to live.

" The course of thought which the Apostle pursues is
traced in the * General Outline” prefixed to the notes on
each chapter; and the reader is requested to read these
consecutively, ns well as in entering upon the considerne
tion of the several chapters. Tt is only necessary, in this
place, to present a general view of the leading topics on
which the Apostle dwells,

The Epistle, then, sets forth the arrangements and
privileges of the Christinn economy, as contrasted with
those of former dispensations, and, in particular, with the
Mosaic institute. It opens with the grand sentiment, that
the crowning vevelation of God—that to which all former
oues were only preparatory—has mow been made in
the Person and work of the Incarnate Som, who, having
offered a perfect atonement for our sins, has been exalted
to universal dominion. The superiority of Christ, as THE
Sow, to the holy angels, and the character which they
sustain as His servants, are then dwelt upon ; and, after a
brief exhortation to an carnest and persevering regard to
Christian truth, the Apostle passes to the thought, that in
the Lord Jesns our humanity, which He assumed in all its
weakness and lowliness, and in which He submitted to the
deepest suffering, and even to a death of shame and
agony, is now raised to unutterable glory, and invested
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with sovereignty. Deep truths suggest themselves to his
mind, as he dwells on this subjeet. The eonncetion
between the sufferings of the Redeemer and His present
state of exaltation,—the relation of the scheme of redemp-
tion by the sufferings and deatl of the Mediator to the
essential principles of the moral government of God,—and
the design of the Eternal Father to constitute the Son the
Head of a new and sacred brotherkood, whom He now
succours in their conflicts, and whom He is leading
onward to a participation of Hig glory,—are successivoly
brought out: and the Apostle touches, for the first time,
the great theme which he afterwards unfolds at length,
the pricsthood of the Imcarnate Son. A comparison s
then instituted between the Lord Jesus Christ and Moses ;
and the higher dignity of the former, and His more
cxalted position in “ihe house of God,” are emphatically
affirmed.  Then, again, a series of exhortations follows.
The believing Helrews sre admonished to guard against
the first insinnations of unbelief, lest they, like their fore-
fathers who came out of Egypt with Moses, should fail of
“the rest of God” held forth to all who persevere in
faith and holy obedience. In the course of these exhorta-
tions, the character and blessedness of that “rest” which
awaita the faithful Christian are beautifully unfolded; and
iu concluding them the Apostle again comes to the priestly
mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven, and the
encouragement which it affords to us to come to God,
not only for merey, but for habitual and constant supplies
of grace.

Tke great theme of fhe priesthood of Chris! is now
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formally entered upon. The Apostle states the essenfial

requisites of every high priest constituted on behall of
men, and shows that they wero possessed by onr Lord
in their highest perfection. He then adverts to the fact
that, by the solemn announcement of the Eternal Father,
the Messiah was constituted “ a High Priest after the order
of Melchisedek ;" but, before unfolding this subject, he
secks to rouse the believing Hebrews to strive after a
cleaver and more vivid apprehension of the higher truths
of Christianity, and, warning them of the danger of apos-
tagy, he calls on them to persevere in @:_th and abedience,
W-{L—t—inieﬂm—&h@ham might in-
herit, at last, the fulness of blessing promised through the
Redeemer, Then follows an extended development of the
truths implied in the Melchisedecian character of our
Lovd's priesthood. Iis lofty superiority to that of the
order of Anron is pointed out in several particulars ;—the

abrogation of the Levitical priesthood by the very fact of
the appointment of a Priest after another order, and
invested with o priesthood exclusively His own, is affirmed

and argued ;—and our attention is made ultimately to rest
on Him as the Son, * perfected for evermore,” exalted
as the Mediator to unntterable glory, and fully qualified to

dispense to His people rich and eternal blessing. The

priestly ministration of our Lord in heaven is then bronght

forward as the subject of reverent contemplation. Tn that

true sanctuary, of which the holy of holies was only an

imperfect figure, He presents His sacrifice, and constantly
ministers; and His ministration, the Apostle nrgues, is
superior to that of the Levitical high priests, just as

D
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the covenant of which He is the Mediator excels the cove-
nant made with the ancient Israelites. The new covenant
is marked by its amplitnde of spiritual blessing; and,
in particular, it conveys the assarance of a direct action of
God upon the soul, to impart holy affections, and then
to sustain and matore them. The contrast between the
services of the Levitical priests, who ministered amidst the
types and symbols of spiritnal realities, and who offered
sacrifices that could never take away sin, and the minis-
tration of our great High Priest in the heavenly sanctuary,
is then dwelt upon at length. Jesus has gone into
ven “throngh His own blood ;" and His saerifice, con-
stantly presented by Himself; avails both fo cleanse the
conseience from guilt, and to impart inward purity and
strength. His sacrifice, too, ever refains its efficacy. It
is the ono offering, never to be repeated, and never fo
be supplemented by mny other. Throughont successive
ages,—until, indeed, the mediatorial ecomomy is wonnd
up,—it will be the gronnd of acceptance and of the com-
munication of spiritual life to all who trnst in it; and
then, at last, He who offered it, and who continually
presents it in heaven, will be revealed as the Judge of men,
His enemies shall be made His footstool, and His believing
people shall be raised to the participation of His glory.

On the great truths thus unfolded the Apostle now
founds n series of exhortations and appeals; and again
warng the Hebrew Christians of the fearful ruin which
must fall upon those who remounce the Baviour, after
experiencing the virtue of His blood. Blending tender-
ness with fidelity, he refers affectionately to the proofs

%
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which they bad given, in former days, of the sincerity and
depth of their attachment to the Lord Jesus : and he ealls
upon them still to maintain the great principle of fuith,
that they might realise at length the full salvation held
forth to them. On that principle ho then dwells, tracing
the leading forma of its development, and illustrating
it by many striking examples of its exercise in the history
of the ancient saints, Other exhortations and warnings
follow: and the Apostle enforces them by an fmprossivo
statement of the position and relations of the people
of God under the Christisn ecomomy, 88 conirasted with
the position of those who witnessed the overwhelming
soene of Sinai.  Then b proceeds to his final admonitions
and enconragements; and in u prayer remarkably Eu__tp;_
prehensive and sublime,—one in which he brings together
tho leading arrangements of the mediatorial scheme,—he
jmplores God to raise the believing Hebrews to per-
foction in holiness, enabling them, by His own inward
working, to maintain & course of practical obedience, &0 as
to oboy in every thing His will, and enjoy at all times His
complacency. A few personal notices and  greefings
follow; nnd the Epistle closes with the simple but expres-
sive benediction, “ Grace be with you all.  Amen.”



THE

EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS.

CHAPTER I

1. Gop, who at sundry times and ¢n divers

a Numbers xii. 6, 8.

CHAPTER I.—GENERAL OUTLINE.

Tuis Epistle opens with the truth, that the partial and
gradual revelations which God had made of Himself and
His purposes of grace in former ages, by successive
prophets, were now completed by the revelation of
Himself in tHE Sux, who has not only declared His
counsel, but has effected a perfect atonement for sin, and,
having done so, has been cxalted, as the Mediator, to
universal dominion. The Apostle dilates on the glory of
the Son,—that He is one with the Father, possessing
all His perfections in their fulness of glory,—that He, too,
is the Creator and Lord of universal nature,—and that He
sustains the universe by His unceasing energy. He
pursues this theme by contrasting the Son with the holy
angels. Adducing passages from the ancient Scriptures,
he shows that, as the Son, He stands in a relation to the
Father altogether peculiar and mnique,—that He is set
forth by the Eternal Father, as the Object of adoration to
the angelic hosts themselves,—and that while they are
spoken of as the creatures of God, brought into being by
His power, and omployed to do His bidding, the Son is
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manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the
prophets,

addressed as God Incarnate, while His mediatorial
sovereignty, the reward of His spotless purity and perfect
obedionce, during His state of humilintion, involves a
transcendent dignity and joy, He, too, amidst all the
changes of the material universe,—that universe which He
has called into being, and which He still orders and
controls,—remains for ever the same. And while the
angelic hosts go forth, simply bearing Iis commission to
minister to His people who are about to inherit salvation,
Ho is now enthroned as the Lord of His Chorch and of

the world, before Whom, at last, every hostile power shall
bow.

Verse 1. God, who af sundry ltimes and in divers
manners ele.—This and the following verses present to
us an impressive view of the progressive revelations of
God to mankind, caulminating in the appearance on earth
of TuE Sox, and in His work of atonement and redemp-
tion. All these revelations are traced back to the Eternal
Father. Hr epake to men by the prophets: Hu has
rvevealed Himself in the Son. The snecessive dispensations
of religion were ordered by His counsel ; and that last and
best dispensation which the Apostle is about to set forth
involyes the full development of His purpeses of grace.
The Apostle marks two features of the earlier revelntions,
—that they were given im many portions and in wmany
wmodes ; for it is generally agreed that these phrases most
accurately express the ideas conveyed by the words
wohwpepaic and wodvrpérwe, One part after another of the
Divine plans was made known by the inspired messengers
of Jehovah. The revelations were jfragmeniary and
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2. Hath *in these last days ‘spoken unto us by His

& Dent. iv. 30 ; Gal. iv.4; Eph. i. 10. ¢ John i.17; xv. 16 ;
Heb, i, 8.

gradual ; and until the light of the Christian economy
burst upon the world, they were necessarily imperfeet. So,
too, the modes in which God declared or shadowed forth
His purposes, and made known His will eoncerning men,
were varions. To some whom He commissioned Hea
imparted truth in dveams and visions; while with Moses _
He spake “mounth to mounth.” On many snbjects, also,
of deepest interest light was shed by iypical

ments snd services, It should not be overlooked how
strongly the inupimtiou-uf the prophets is here affirmed.
The literal rendering of the expression év reic mpopiruc is
“in the prophets ;" and although the idiom of our language
requires us to employ the phrase, * by the prophets,” yet
the preposition selected by the Apostle beautifully marks
the fact, that God moved on the minds of the prophets so
as to render their atterances the axprﬁm:on of His word.
The whole period of the Old Testament economy seems to
be comprehendod in the phrase, “in time past.” The
series of revelations closed, indeed, with Malachi, until
the appearance of John the Baptist: but the declarations
of the inspired messengers of God remained, and in the
Seriptares of the Old Testament God still eontinned te
spenk to men.

Verse 2. Hath in thess last days spoken unto ws by His
Son. The connection between this clanse and the preceding
one is so intimate that in almost all the editions of the
Greek Testament it is printed as a part of the first verse.
It marks, in the clearest and most emphatic manner, the
excellence and completeness of the Chnstian economy,
while it sets forth the personal dignity of Hiy who stands
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Son, ‘whom He hath appointed Heir of all things, ©by

d Psalm ii, 8 ; Matt. xxi, §8 ; xxviii. 18 ; Johniii. 35 ; Rom. viii. 1T.
e John i. 8; 1 Cor, viil, 6; Col, i, 16,

at its head. Former revelations had been gradual and
partial, and had been given in many modes: but now the
Son Himeelf has appeared to make known the Futher, to
declare His counsel, and to work out the scheme of
recovery and salvation which He had designed. The
expression used in reference to the fime of His appearing
deserves attention, It is now generally admitted, that
trydrov, not éoydruwy is the troe reading; and the phrase
used by the Apostle, &' toydrov riv fpepdy robrwy, may be
literally rendered, “at the end of these days.” It refers
to the close of that period which the Jewish Rabbis were
asccustomed to designate “this age,”—the period which
preceded the coming of the Messiah,—and which they
placed in contrast with *the coming age,” the period
which would follow the Messiah's manifestation. Compare
ii. 5. Thus when the whole series of preparutions was
complete, and the period marked out in the Divine counsel
to precede the appearance of the Messinh had resched its
close, the grand and final revelation of God fook place.
The designation of the august Person by whom God spake
to men in “the fulness of the time,”—ruE So¥,—stunds
here in its own simple majesty. It points Him out as sus-
taining a relation to the Father altogether peculiar and
unique. It distingnishes Him from the merely buman
messengors through whom former disclosures of the
Divine purposes were given, and recognises Him as truly
and properly God. The sacred mystery of the Trinity in
Unity, and of the filial relation of the Second Person to
the First, had been intimated in the Seriptures of the Old
Testament. This the Apostle himself goes on to show, as
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whom also He made the worlds;

he dwells on the thought that the very fact that He who
redeemed ws is THE Sox, proves that He is infinitely
exalted above the highest created intelligences. Lut the
Divine Sonship of our Lord was yet more impressively
affirmed by Himself during the whole course of His
public ministry. To cite the passages which show this
would far exceed the limits of a note. But we must not
pass over the remarkable parable in which cur Lord
affirmed the very contrast botween Himsclf and former
messengers of God which the Apostle here adopts, As the
season of His deepest suffering drew near, He addressed
to the Pharisces the parable of the householder who
planted a vineyard and let it out to husbandmen. To
them the householder sent his servants in suceession, to
obtain the fruit of the vineyard; but, last of all, he sent
unto them Ais son, a8 one who might justly claim a deeper
reverence and a more willing submission.—Another point
which is worthy of attention, in regard to this clanse, is,
that the Apostle uses the aorist, éxdineer, which should be
literally rendered not ‘ hath spoken™ but “spake.” It
marks the whole work ard teaching of our Lord on earth
as a past historical fact,—Nor should we omit to note the
peculiar force of the preposition, év Yia, “dn the Son,”
corresponding to the phrase, év roic wpodiirarg, in the pre-
ceding clause. While the latter expression implies, as we
have said, that God moved on the minds of the prophets,
so as to make them the instruments of uttering MHis
word, the former phrase alludes to the ineffable union of
the Father with the Son, and marks the fact that in the
Son, and in all His annonniecements and precepts, we havo
a rovelation of the Father's mind and purposes. There is
a beantiful accordance between this sentiment and seme of
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our Lord's own declarations. When, after the last supper,
Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it
sufliceth us,” our Lord replied, * Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? He that
hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou
then, Show us the Father? Believest thou not that T am
in the Father, and the Father in Me¥ The worda that I
speak unto you I speak not of Myself: bot the Father
that dwelleth in Me, He doeth the works.”” (John xiv.
8—10.) And in His high-priestly prayer He said, *I
have given unto them the words which Thou gavest Mej
and I_hE_Y have received them, and hiave known 5urc|‘y’ that
I came out from Thee, and they have believed that Thoun
didst send Me.” (John xvii.8.) At all times our Lord
gpoke of Himself as the Father's Messenger, uttering His
wordg, and earrying ont His counsel.

Whom He hath appointed Heir of all things. In this
clause, too, the Aposile uses the aorist, “Whom He ap-
pointed,” or “ constituted," * Heir of all things;" and the
uct of the Father referred to reaches back to eternity.
The question has been much discussed, both in ancient and
modern times, whether this statement is to be understood
of our Lord in His Divine nature, so that the heirship
which it affirms belongs to His original state of glory, or
whether that heirship acerues to Him, as the Mediator, in
virtue of His work of redemption. The position of the
clause in the Apostle’s argument seems to require the
former interpretation. And the truth thus elicited is a
great and important one. It is, that, by the constitution
of the Father, lordship over all things belongs to the Son,
as such,—belongs to Him, indeed, in virtue of that ineffable
relation in which He stands td the Lternal Father. For
we must not regard the word sAnpovduor as simply equi-
valent to “lord.” It could not, as a thoughtful expositor
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3. /Who, being the brightuess of His glory, and
FJohn i. 14; xiv. 9; 2 Cor. iv. 4.5 Col. i, 15.

has well remarked, have becn applied to the Father. The
right of possession and dominion which it implies iz one
founded upon the filial relation. Thus the Apostle causes
us to linger amidst the lofty mysteries connected with the
personal distinctions in the (fodhead,—mysteries which
fill us with reverence and awe, but the contemplation of
which, while they baffie our powers, is caleulated to elevate
and chasten the devout spirit.

By whom also He made the worlds. The preeise import
of this clanse has been a matter of controversy. The
nsual meaning of rovs wiwvac is “the ages;” and the
rendering which many have adopted is, *“ By whom also
He constituted the ages.” But Ebrard and Delitzsch have
satisfactorily vindicated the translation, “the worlds,”—
the phrase including the whole system of material nature,
considered as existing in time. It was the act of Jchovah
which bronght matter, in all worlds, into existence, and
thus the ages commenced. A similar use of the expression
iz found in xi. 3, The truth, we conceive, which is here
set forth is, that not only was the Son, as such, constiluted
the Lord of all things that should be created, but that &y
Him the Father brought all things info being. To Him, not
independently of the £ternal Father, but in ineffable union
with Him, and as carrying out His counsel, the act even of
creation is to be ascribed. The arrangement of the words
in the original, now adopted on the authority of the earliest
and best MSS., & of kai émoinoey Tovg aiwvag, throws the
emphasis on the word “mads,” and thus brings out, in a
very striking manner, the idea just indicated.

Verse 3. Who, being the brightness of His glory, and the
express image of His person. Here the Apostle, having
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the express image of His person, and 7 upholding all
g John i 4; Col. i 17; Rev. ix. 11.

spoken of the Son as possessed, in virtue of this relation,
of universal lordship, and as being indesd the Creator of
all things, goes on to shadow forth to us this relation
itself. He invites us to druw near, though with lowly
reverence, to look at this sublime mystery, But, from the
very nature of the case, he can only employ Ggurative
language, suggesting partial analogies, and leaving the
subject not fully unfolded. We regard it as beyond
quesfion, that these elauses refer to the Son in His eternal
and Ihvine nature,—to the mystery of His essentinl relation
to the Father, Their position in the Apostle’s argument
is sufficient to evince this. The Son, then, is “the bright-
ness of " the Father's “glory,"—the ountstreaming of the
Eternal Light. The idea which is suggested is that of the
Nicene creed, ** God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very (God.” In illustration of this metaphor, the Rev.
Richard "Trefiry, in his great work on the Eternal Sonship
of our Lord Jesus Christ, remarks, *Of all material
substances light is the most fair, and supplies us with the
most suitable illustration of the Divine Nature. With this
reference it is frequently employed in the Scriptures, In
the passage before us, the Father and the Son are repre-
sented under two figures drawn from this object. The latter
is the out-streaming from the uncreated lnminary. There
is some analogy—how faint and inadequate |—between the
radiance of the sun and the relation of the sccond Sub-
sistence in the Trinity to His eternal Father. If we may
be permitted to analyse the terms, they supply us with the
idea of derivation, in which the derived is contemporaneons
with his source, both being perfectly and infinitely
co-existent. They suggest, also, the notion of con-substan-
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things by the word of Hig power, *when He had by

tialify ; not, it may be, according to philosopbie accuracy,
but with sufficlent distinctness to be appreciable by common
understandings.”—The Son, too, is “the express image
of” the Father’s “ person,” or, as Dean Alford renders the
words, yapaxrip Tic UmooTdoewe nirou, an exact translation
of which is confessedly very difficult, *“ the impress of lis
substance,” or © of His essential being.” Another figurc is
here introdonced. Dr. Delitzsch, after carefully tracing the
various significations of yapakrip properly fixes upon the
notion of absolute simidarity as the chief idea which it here
suggests. The Son is of the same essence as the Father,
and possesses all His porfections in their fulness of glory.
He 13 of the Father, and yet is one with Him, co-equal and
co-eternal,

And wupholding aoll things by the word of ITis power.
Arnother consideration illustrative of the cssential dignity
of the Son is here brought forward. The whole universe
of being is sustained by His unfuiling energy. He upholds
the worlds which He has created, and maintaing all the
processes of naturc. There is peculiar force in the cx-
pression, “ the word of His power.” It marks the ceaseless
pulting forth of His inherent energy, and recalls the
beautiful language of the Old Testament in reference to
the work of creation, * He spake, and it was done; He
commanded, and it stood fast.” (Psalm xxxiii. 9.) There-
is no labour, no exhausting effort, on the part of Him who
gustaing universal natare, as its Creator and Lord. For
He possesses in Himself a power before which everything
must bow, and the exercise of which is all-pervading and
constant.

When IHe had by Himself purged our sins. Here the
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Himself purged our sins, 'sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high ;

i Ps, cx. 1; Eph. i. 20; Heb, viii. 1; x. 12; xil, 2; 1 Peb. iii: 22,

Son is presented to our contemplation in His duearnale
stafe, and, indeed, when the great work of atomement
wns Mmmpiiahcﬂ by the sacrifice of Himsell, and when
He had risen again to open to us the path of life. Those
views of His essential and eternal glory on which the
Arn:-nt]e had Just dwelt nre brought into connection with
the redemption which he effected when He appeared on
earth, and submitted for us to the death of the eross, and
with the dignity and sovereignty to which, as the Medintor,
He bas now ascended. In the statement with which 'I.lm,
Epistle opens, that God, having spoken to men in former
ages by the prophets, has now spoken to ns by His Son,
the fact of the incarnation is implied. But the Aposile
now fixes attention on the redemplive work of the Lord
Jesus, and on its glorious issue,—The words, * by Himself,”
though they beautifully harmonize with the sentiment of
the Apostle, are wanting in the earliest and hest MSS., and
are now exclnded from all eritical editions™pf the Greek
Testament, The clanse before us literally is, “having
made purification of sing,” and it marks the eompletonoss
and seficacy of the Redeemer's sacrifice, 1t suggests the
precious truth, that through the work and sufferings of
the Incarnate Son the way is open for the justification of
all who trust in Him,—that His death formed a perfect
expintion of the sins of all who should come to Him and
accept the Father's scheme of grace. When that death
had been endured, and that expiation accomplished.
nothing remained bot that He ghould come forth from the
tomb the triumphant Mediator, and should ascend to His
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4. Being made so ranch better than the angels, as
*He hath by inheritance obtained a morc excellent
name than they.

% Eph. i 21; Dhil i, 9, 10,

Father’s throue, to exercise dominion in the nature which
He had assumed and glorified.

Sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. In
these words the Apostle alludes to the glorions manifesta-
tion of the Divine Presence which 1s afforded in the hea-
venly world,~—that world which forms “the throne™ of
Jehovah, while this earth, with all its scenes of loveliness
and grandeur, is but His * footstool.” To that world, pas-
sing through all the inferior heavens, the Son ascended in
His glorified humanity ; and the inspired oracle, uttered
ages before, was accomplished, “The Lord said unto
my Lord, Sit Thor at My right hand, until I make Thine
enemies Thy footstool.”” The session of our Lord at the
Father's right hand marks the fact, that the dominion with
which He is invested is medialorial. Tt is exercised in
connection with, and, we may say, in subordination to,
tie universal moral government of Johoval, maintaining
its principles, and securing its loftiest ends. And the
Redeemer’s present state is one of glory and holy triumph.
Angels who marked with profound attention and rever-
ence His state of humiliation, and who even then wor-

_shipped Him, now gaze on Him as the exalied Mediator
with delight, while the whole universe of being owns
the contral of Hiis resistless power.

Verse 4. Being made s0 much betler than the angels, as
Ile hath by inheritance oblained o more excellent name than
they. The Apostle here enters upon the contrast between
the Redeemer and the lLoly angels,—a contrast which he
traces out at length in the remainder of this chapter. He
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5. For unto which of the angels said He at any

had just carried up our views to the enthronement of the
Lord Jesus at the Father's right hand ; and, contemplating
Him as thus exalted, he affirms His lofty superiority o the
angelic hosts, as resulting from the glory of His Divine
Sonship. The Jews were accustomed to exult in the fact,
that at the giving of the law myriads of angels acted as the
servants of Johovah; and they regarded this as illustra-
ting its importance and grandeur. But the Apostle argues
that He who has now revealed to us the Father, and who
stands at the head of the Christian economy, surpasses in
dignity and power all the angelic hosts. — There is an
obvious distinetion hetween the participle which the
Apostle here uses, yervdpevoc, © having become,” and that
which he employs in the first clause of the third verse,
wy, “being.” The latter refers to that which the Son was
esscntially and eternally ; the former points out a dignity
belonging to Him when His work of atoncment was com-
pleted, and when He ascended to the Father's right hand.
But that dignity rests upon His Sonship. The declaration
of the Apostle is, in effect, that the adorable Mediator,
though in His state of humiliation He was “ made = little
lower than the angels,” (il. 9,) is now exalted infinitely
above them, since in His Divine-human Person He appears
as THE Sox,—that “ Name” which is His in virtue of His
essential and eternal relation to the Father.

Verse 5. For unto which of the angels said He af any
time, Thouw art My Son; this day have I begotten Thee ?
In this verse, as in very many other pussages of this
Epistle, we recognise a habit of thought familiar to us
in the acknowledged writings of St. Panl. He was accus-
tomed to appeal to passages of the Old Testament in proof
of the sentiments which he advanced ; and he delighted to

P
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time, "Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten
I Ps. ii. 7 ; Aocts xiii, 83 ; Heb. v. 5.

trnce the intimations which were given, in those Sacred
Oracles, of the Person of the Redeemer, the work which
Ho should sceomplish, the sovereignty with which He
should be invested, the blessings which He should dis-

se, and the whole coustitution of grace which should
be established through Him, The first passage here cited
is from the second Psalm, one of the noblest and most
sublime in the whole eollection, and the direct Messianic
veference of which is unquestionable. In that sacred ode,
the Anocinted of Jehovah, rejected indeed by men, but
exalted, by a special intervention of Divine power, to
be the Head and Lord of the Church, ns well as to sway a
goeptre of resistless power over those who should reluse to
bow to His anthority and to seek His grace, is introduced
as saying, * I will declare the decree, The Lord hath said
anto Me, Thon art My Son; this day have I begotten
Thee! Thus, in their original connection, the words
guoted by the Apostle are nddressed to the Son as the
enthroned Mediator, just as they are here adduced : but
it will be found that they recognise the truth on which the
Apostle had Inid stress in the preceding verse, that the
peculiar and transcendent dignity of the exalted Redeemer
rests on His Divine and eternal Sonship. There is a pro-
found depth of meaning in the first clanse, “Thon art My
Son.” These words, we conceive, imply an essenfiol and
aternal relation.—one quite independent of any manifestn-
tion to mankind or to the universe; and the clanse that
follows, “This day have I begotien Thee,” may be
referred to the open recognition of the Medintor, in ITis
Divine-lwman Person, as possessed of all the glory of this
exclusive Sonship. It is worthy of onr attention, that St.

B
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Thee ? And again, I will be to Him a Father, and

m 2 Bawm. vii. 14; 1 Chron. xxii. 10; xxviii, 6 ; Ps. Ixxxix. 26, 27.

Panl, in his discourse in the Pisidian Antioch, cites this
passage as having an important application to the resur-
rection of our Lord :—* And we declare unto you glad
tidings, how that the promise which was made unto
the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same unto us their
children, in that He hath raised np Jesus again; as it
is also writfen in the second Psalm, Thou art My Son, this
day have I begotten Thee.”” (Acts xiii. 32, 33.) The best
exposition of the deep truths implied in these words, and
in this remarkable application of them, is that given by the
Rev. W, B. Pope, in his Sermon on * the Resurrection-
Testimony,” comprised in his volume of DMscowrses on the
Kingdom and Relyn of (hrist. Recognizsing the distinet
reference of the first clause to the eternal relation of the
Son to the Father, and affirming that it would be a fatal
perversion of the words to understand them as meaning,
% This day Thou kast become My Son,” he goes on to say,
“But while the Son of God never varied from that
relation, and never could vary from if, being begotten of
the Father in an eternity that knows mnothing of the
chronology of change, in His Divine-human, or incarnate,
Person, He is said in Scripture to be begotten and born in
time. And, while His birth in human nature was essen-
tially perfect at His conception by the Holy Ghost, it
is regarded as fully declared and realised in its perfection,
only when He came forth from the dead. There is no
danger in saying that the human nature of our Lord was
in a condition of imperfection before He rose from the
gepulchire.  Certainly His humanity possessed at His
birth all its attributes, and acquired nothing afterwards
but experience of their depths and powers., But that

PO
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He shall be to Me a Son?

human nature which was subject to manifold infirmities,
which was from day to day more and more marred,
and which was under the dread necessity of dissolution
and the sepulchre, was not as yet the worthy represen-
tative of the second nature that the Son of God assumed.
True, that its humiliation was its highest glory, and that
expressly for the suffering of death, atoning death, it
was assumed; yet, while that humiliation proceeded, and
during the contimnance of it, the Son was not yei fully
revealed in the glorious perfection of that idea which
filled the Divine Mind from eternity. His human vesture—
a vesture this which, created in time, 1s not to be folded
and laid aside, but worn for ever—munst be healed of
its rents, aud washed from its stains of blood, and raised to
its highest dignity, befove the Eternal Son could be all that
the Divine purpose coneeived in His incarnation. Now
that perfect idea was attained in the resurrection.”—* Sum-
ming up the whale, we hear the Father's testimony to His
Son, that incarnate Person who is the consecrated Messiah:
a testimony uttered ages before in the depths of the
eternal counsel between the Divine Persons; but now
uttered at the open sepulchre as the witness of the accom-
plishment of the purpeses of God in the gift of the Son fo
our human nature, My perfect Incarnate Son: this day I
receive Thee in Thy new humanity as born to Me and
mankind for ever; this day I proclaim Thee to be My
finished Messinh, prepared for all Thine offices of fenching,
expiation, and government; and the love with which
I have loved Thee from eternity rests in its plenitude
for Thee and Thine upon Thy new and now finished incar-
nate Person.”

Aand againg I unll be to Him a Fatfer, and He shall be to

= 22
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6. || And again, when He bringeth in "the First-
I O, #hen He bringeth again. n Rom.viil. 29 ; Col.i. 18 ; Rev. i. 5.
Me a San.  This is the second passage which the Aposile
adduces to show, that the truth which he affirms had been
recognised in the ancient Scriptures. It oceurs in the
messnge which the prophet Nathan was eommissioned
to deliver to David, when he had formed and expressed
the purpose to build a hause for Jehovah, which should be
more suitable than the ancient tabernacle for the resting
of the ark of the covenant, and for the manifesiation
of the Divine glory. In great condescension God ac-
cepled the purpose of David, originating as it did in
sincere devotion to Himself; but declared to him, that
he should not build the house, but that, after his decease,
his son who should succeed him, and whose kingdom
should be firmly established, should secomplish this work.
He assured him also of the perpetuity of his house
and kingdom,—the promise thns reaching far beyond
Bolomon and his immediste descendants, to that greater
Son of his who should, in the highest sense, build the
temple of Jehovah, and whom David himself, by the Holy
Spirit, recognised as his Lord. Of Him Solomon was
designed to be a type ; and the Apostle, contemplating the
enthroned Mediator in His inecarnate Person, beheld in
this prophetic announcement an intimation of the filial
relation which He should sustain to the Eternal Father,
David himself humbly and gratefolly apprebended the
wide range of this prediutiun of Nathan, regarded
it as implying that, in the folness of thg;t.lhll promised
Restorer, “ the Adam from above,"” wonld arise among his
descendants.

Verse 8, And again, when He bringoth in the First-begotlen
into the world, He saith, And lst all the angels of God worship
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begotten into the world, He saith, ¢And let all the

o Deut. xxxii. 48, LXX.; Ps. xevil. 7; 1 Pet, iii. 22,

Him. The position of this verse in the Apostle’s argument
is sofficiently clear; but its exposition involves several
questions of great difficulty. Having shown that the Divine
Sonship of the exalted Mediator is distinetly recognised in
the ancient Seriptures, and that on this ground He stands
higher than the loftiest of the angelic hosts, the Apostle now
aflirms, that He is set forth by the Eternal Father as the
Objeet of their adoration, IBut great diversity of opinion
exists ag to the period of the Messiah's history referred to,
and as to the precise passage of the Old Testament which
the Apostle had in view.

The first puint which demands attontion is, the correct
method of translating the clanse, érav 8¢ wddew eioaydyn
rov Mpwrdrokoy eig Thy oikovpérny, rendered in the text of
our version, “ And again, when he bringeth in the IMrst-
begotten into the world,” but in the margin, “ When He
bringeth again, ete.” At the first view, it would seem
more natural to regard the word wéAw, *“ again,” as simply
introducing another quotation, just as it does in the pre-
ceding verse ; and this is the opinion adopted by Dr. Ebrard,
Dr. W. Lindsay, and others. But its position in the clause
is held by the most accurate grammarians to require it to
be econnected with the verb sicayayy, so as to refer to a second
introduction to the world of the august Person spoken of.
It is properly maintained, oo, that drar eisaydyy cannot
mean, “ when He hringeth in, or introduceth,” but must be
translated “ Wifen He shall have brought in,” or “intro.
duced.” Adopting this view, we can have no hesitation
in referring the clanse to the sccond coming of our Lord,
when the whole family of mun shall acknowledge Ilis
sovereignty, and when, indeed, the whole universe shall
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angels of God worship Him.

confess that He is the rightful Lord of this world which
He hath redeemed, and of all worlds, “to the glory of God
the Father.” At that period, He will be attended by the
whole company of the angelic hosts, who will do Him
homage, and offer to Him their grateful and reverent
adoration, while they stand ready to do His bidding and
carry out His designs. This application of the present
verse derives confirmation from the view which we have
taken of the first quotation in the preceding one,—that,
while the formor clanse of that quotation affirms the Divine
and eternal Sonship of the Messinh, the latter clanse refors
to the open recognition of Him, at His resurrection, in His
Divine-human Person, as possessed of all the glory of this
exclusive Bonship. And now the Apostle passes onward
to His next introduction to the world, in the full and
perfect revelation of His glory, using the word, as Dean
Alford has observed, which was customarily employed to
express the bringing in of Israel—the typical firstborn—
into the promised inheritance :—* And when He shall have
aguin introduced the Firstborn into the world, He saiih,
And let all the angels of God worship Him,"

Another question of considernble interest is that which
relates to the source of the Apostle’s quotation. The very
waords which he cites are found in the Septuagint version
of Dent. xxxii. 43, and form part of the conclusion of the
prophetic song of Moses, before he was called to his heavenly
rest. It is true, indeed, that they are not in the present
Hebrew text ; but the authors of the Septungint doubtless
found them in the copies which they used ; and it is by no
menns certain that they are not to be regarded as genuine.
It is an important consideration, bearing on this subject,
that in this Epistle the Septuagint is almost everywhere
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literally followed in gquotations from the ancient Scriptures ;
and we strongly incline, with Dr. Ebrard and many other
expositors, to view them as part of the sacred text, and to
regard this passage of Denteronomy as the one which the
Apostle had in view. The conclusion of this magnificent
song of Moses points to a perviod of wvictory and judgment,—
one which shall, indeed, bring joy to the people of God,
comprehending the Gentiles who have sought His mercy, as
well as members of the race of Iseael, but which shall be
distingnishod also by ncts of righteons retribution on those
who have despised His aunthority, and persecuted His saints.
It is thus applicable, pre-eminently, to the final manifesta-
tion of our Lord, when all enemies shall ba put under His
fect, and when His people shall be exalted to the ighest
dignity.—Many expositors, who hesitute to recognise the
gennin